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Chapter Introduction

The Colonel Richard Gimbel Aeronautical History
Collection is especially valuable in containing items
that bear on the very early history of aviation in a
wide variety of ways. In addition to rare books and
pamphlets from the time of the first balloon ascents
and tracts offering designs for heavier-than-air
machines, there are books of flying legends (many of
them attractively illustrated), imaginative tales in both
verse and prose of voyages to the moon and planets,
books of scientific theory and quasi-scientific
speculation, treatises on the flight of birds, and works
of angelology that examine the human aspiration to
flight from the point of view of religious belief.

To learn more about this birdlike design, see
“T'homas Walker” in Printed Books: 1489 -
1850, Part 2.














































































































































