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HONOR

BOUND

Thirty-three Air Force Academy graduates endured life as
a POW in Southeast Asia. Two of these men, Medal of
Honor recipient Lance Sijan ’65 and Michael Bosiljevac
’67, were killed in action.

During an historic event held at USAFA in April, the
Association of Graduates and the Academy brought back
19 of these men of honor, and the next of kin of five
more, so they could speak with cadets and dedicate a
memorial to their service and sacrifice which has been
four years in the making,

“Honor Bound: A Portrait of Courage,” was sculpted
by Jim Nance ’71. It has been placed on the wall of
the Southeast Asia Memorial Pavilion on the Heritage
Trail, and faces the names of 150 Academy graduates
who gave their lives during the conflict. The POW
memorial came about through the tireless efforts of
Gen. (Ret.) Ron Yates '60.

On April 24th, the memorial was dedicated
before AOG personnel, USAFA senior staff, and

40 cadets, one representing each squadron. USAFA
Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson 81,
marked the occasion:

“You're an inspiration to us,” Johnson said. “Your
experience is so outside of the norm we experience
every day. Your physical and moral courage inspire
cadets as they graduate for today’s fight. We need Air
Force leaders who will follow your example and not
take the easy route. We need leaders who are innova-
tive and value their teammates the way you tended to
each other in the harshest conditions.”

Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Ed Mechenbier '64, who was
imprisoned for over five years and eight months,
spoke as a POW representative at the event.

“We performed, endured and succeeded in the
circumstance of being a POW,” he said. “To all the
POWSs and those missing in action, you are not for-
gotten. Thank you and God bless you.” [>







HONOR BOUND: A PORTRAIT OF COURAGE

“Honor Bound: A Portrait of Courage” is a brutal, heart-
breaking, yet hopeful memorial to the 33 Air Force Academy
graduates who suffered the harsh realities of life as prisoners
of war in Southeast Asia. The memorial was recently dedi-
cated in a moving ceremony at the SEA Memorial Pavilion.

‘The creation of “Honor Bound™ has special meaning for
sculpror Jim Nance '71. Nance also created the ultra-realistic
bronze relief sculpture that depicts the Ho Chi Minh Trail
and the Southeast Asia Theater of operations that is located
at the SEA Memorial Pavilion. He flew C-141s in Vietnam,
and was co-pilot on one of the first flights to bring return-
ing POWSs out of Hanoi during Operation Homecoming in
1973. His father flew B-17s during World War II and spent
three years as a POW after being shot down over Germany.

“Honor Bound” is a 2,000 pound, 6-foot by 12-foor
bronze and stainless steel panel which contains names of
all Academy POWs, dedication text, crests, and a life size
bas-relief sculpture. Utilizing classical relief techniques the
sculpture appears full round when viewed from the front,
yetis less than 25% of life in projection. The figure sculp-
ture alone contains 800 pounds of bronze, and includes the
melted copper of 42 POW bracelets donated for the purpose
by former POWs, their friends and families. The project
took Nance over 1,000 hours to complete.

‘The imagery of the sculpture depicts a POW being
tortured by use of what was known to its victims as the “rope
trick.” Upon being captured, a POW’s arms would be tied
behind his back at the wrists and elbows in this painful posi-
tion. The prisoner would subsequently be lifted into the air
by a rope tied to the wrists, dislocating his shoulders,

After a Cader Wing-wide “selfie” competition, then-
Cadet First Class Joseph Flescher I11 *14 served as the
model for the sculpture. He was bound using actual knots
and gag derailed in a pamphlet written by Vietnam POW
Mike McGrath. The sculpture includes barbwire that
symbolizes the stark sense of confinement so characteristic
of the prisoner environment. Also incorporated in this
artwork are words like “hope,” “family,” and “honor,”
which Academy POWs provided when asked to articulate
the one word that helped them get through their time in
captivity. There is a green patina in the background as a
representation of the interrogation rooms.

The spiritual heart of the sculpture is the subtle “fip-
ping of the bird” by the prisoner, an act that was often
used by POWs to undercut their exploitation for pro-
paganda purposes, and to raise their spirits by this small
act of defiance. In its total impact on the viewer, “Honor
Bound: A Portrait of Courage” is truly impressive.

“This occasion is especially meaningful because we're
all graduates of the Academy,” Nance said after the
dedication ceremony. “I didn’t fly combat, I flew C-141s,
so I didn't really contribute to the war in the kind of way
these guys did. This was an opportunity for me to do
something to honor our POWs, and I am grateful for the
chance to participate. The best part of the entire project
was being able to meet so many of our POWs.”

Nance is currently putting the finishing touches on a
memorial of Lance Sijan ’65 depicting his 46-day ordeal
in the Karst of Laos, which will be dedicated by the Class
of 1965 on 6 November 2015.
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Martin J. Nuens '61.

-Keep your mach up
-Continue to march.
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Edward J. Mechenbier '64. Shc
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As my brother Lance would $ag~
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J Rulric your greatest potential- Commif
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QGive ‘er the Gun !
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Tony Marshall '68
Shot down 07/03/72. released 03/29/73.




Myron L. Donald '65
Shot down 02/23/68, released 03/14/73.
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Suzanne Leonard

Edward W. Leonard Jr. '60. Shot down ¢
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Thomas M. McNish '64
Shot down 09/04/686, released 03/04/73.




Howard J. Hill'65
Shot down 12/16/67, released 03/14/73.
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To the best of my knowledge, no one has ever volunteered
to become a prisoner of war. 1
If the event does occur, it is almost never the result of some
uniguely heroic decision you made or action you took, but
rather the unintended result of attempting to accomplish

the goals of your mission that day.

When the event occurs, the decisions you make or the
actions you take, that count, are those that continue
to support your service to the nation, with honor and
integrity, under suddenly altered circumstances beyond
your control that likely will be more difficult and trying
than you anticipated.

-Lt/Col (Ret) William J. Reich, USAF

William J. Reich '70.




Shot down 03/02/65,
released 02/12/73

Ronald G. Bliss '64.
Shot down 09/04/66,
released 03/04/73

Jon D. Black '59.
Shot down 10/27/67.
released 02/16/68
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Hayden J. Lockhart Jr. '61.

I William D. Beekman '68.
Shot down 06/24/72,
released 03/28/73

Jerry D. Driscoll '63
Shot down 04/24/686,
released 02/12/73

Donald R. Spoon '64
Shot down 01/21/67,
released 03/04/73

Wayne Ogden Smith '65.
Shot down 01/18/68,
released 03/14/73

Ralph T. Browning '64.
Shot down 07/08/66,

released 02/12/73

James D. Kula '69.
Shot down 07/29/72,
released 03/29/73

Kevin J. McManus '64.
Shot down 06/14/67,

released 02/18/73

Kenneth R. Johnson '61.
Shot down 12/18/71,
released 03/14/73.




